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REGIONAL  EGG  PRODUCTION, 1953 

Excesses  and  Deficits* 


Excess   Q  Deficit 


FICUREJ  REFER   TO  MILLIONS  OF  DOZENS.       *FROM  U.  J   AVERACE  OF  J90  EGCJ  PRODUCED  OH  FARMS  PER  PERSON. 


U.  J.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


MEG-  448-SA(2)    AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


The  West  North  Central  region  is  the  requirements  of  other  regions 

the  only  one  in  the  U.  S.  which  has  a  for  outside  eggs,  an  important  part  of 

substantial  year-round  excess  of  eggs  mid-Western  egg  production  is  prepared 

available  for  shipment  to  other  regions,  for  storage  in  either  trozsnamsheXL--ep  

In  the  first  half  of  each  year,  when  dried  form.  j  g  R  A  R  » 

seasonally  high  local  production  limits  |     QUJflfcNT  SERIAL  I 


r    APR  2 1 * 


UNITED  STATES  DE PARTMYtTTOF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
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HE  POQfVBtX  AHD  KG  8ITOAI10S  AT  A  SEJSCI 


Item 


Jfanth  :.  : 
  .Average, 

or  .lsA3.52 
date    :    ^  : 

1953  ' 

y  ; 

1954 

y 

IS 

::  Month 

: :  or 
:<  date 

1  1 
;  An,  rage 

•  1943-52- 

:  U  : 

t 

1953  : 

1954  : 

: 

BOOS  | 

Jan. 

386.9 

^51. 3 

454.0 

-  Feb. 

422.0 

442.0 

456.3  ; 

Jan. 

399-7 

374.1 

382.2 

: : 

Feb. 

392.1 

362.8 

371.8  j 

Jan. 

11.7 

14.5 

14.2 

Feb. 

13.0 

14.6 

14.7  * 

Dee. 

30.4 

35.6 

35.1 

: :  Jan. 

33.3 

37-1 

35.1 ; 

Dec. 

2.5 

5.0 

10.4 

: :  Jan. 
: : 

11.9 

15-5 

21.9  : 

Dec. 

5.9 

0.7 

1.2 

»:  Jan. 

7-1 

0.4 

1.7  ! 

Jan. 

to. 7 

45.8 

46.3 

"  Feb. 
: : 
j : 

36.6 

42.0 

45.7  | 

f 

Jan. 

92 

101 

104 

:s  Feb. 
:  t 

: :  Jan. 

92 

103 

112  : 

Dec. 

64.8 

64.2 

66.5 

57-1 

64.9 

N.A.  I 

Jan. 

12.1 

11.3 

12.1 

: : 

::  Feb. 

10.9 

10.6 

11.8  i 

Jan. 

1  288 

153 

89 

1: 

:: 

::  Feb.  1 

295 

120 

76  i 

Jan. 

1  99-5 

50.2 

42.0 

II  Feb.  1 

76.6 

35.0 

37-5  : 

Jan. 

71.1 

127.3 

140.4 

:t 

::  Feb. 

134.5 

172.9 

2/ ; 

Jan. 

1  42.8 

24.3 

25.9 

::  Feb.  1 

26.8 

17-0 

1 

17.9  ! 

Jan. 

3.48 

4.06 

3.82 

:  t 

:x  Feb. 

3.42 

3.96 

3.86  : 

POOLTBT 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

28.7 
25.2 
26.9 

28.2 
23-3 
26.5 

24.6 
21.6 
23.8 

: :  Feb . 
: :  Feb . 
: :  Feb . 

28.3 
25.5 
27.0 

27.9 
24.0 
26.6 

22.6 
21.7 
22.4 

Jan. 

104 

85 

80 

::  Feb. 

105 

86 

75 

Dec. 

48.4 

57.2 

51.0 

: :  Jen. 

48.7 

55.6 

N.A. 

Jan. 

35.1 

33.6 

33-2 

: :  Feb . 

34.0 

33-3 

32.7 

Coaawnte  oc 
current  situation 


fara  production  .. 

Average  number  of 
layers  on  fans  . 

Bate  of  lay  per 

layer   


Apparent  civilian  per 
capita  disappearance  .. 

Frozen  egg  production 

Dried  egg  production  ... 

Price  received  by 
farasra  


Price  received  by 
faille rs  as  a  percent- 
age  of  parity   


Retail  price  (AMS)   

Igg-fead  prfoo  ratio  ... 
Btoeksi 

Shell  :Tho«j». cases 

Frozen  :  Mil.  lb. 


Mil.  dot. 


Millions 


Mil.  lb. 
mi.  lb. 

set. per  dot. 
Percent 


Chicks  hatched  by  oca-  1 
merolal  hatcheries  .. 


Pullets  not  yet  of 
laying  age  en  fans  . . 

Fan  price  of  poultry 
ration  •  • 


Millions 
mill  cos 
Dol.per  crrti  Jan 


5'- ■ 

Price  received  by  farm-  : 
era  for  chickens,  live  t 

Broilers   ;Ct.  per  lb. 

Farm  chickens   iCt.  per  lb. 


All  chickens 


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  all  chickens  as 
a  percentage  of  parity 


Retail  price  of  broilers: 
and  fryers  dressed 
(AMS)  3/   »Ct.  per  lb, 


Ct.  per  lb. 


Percent 


Price  received  by 
farmers  for  turkeys, 
lira   


Stocks: 

Poultry,  exploding 
turkeys  •••••••••• 


Turkeys 


Chicken-feed  price 
ratio   


Turkey -feed  price  ratio 

Average  weekly  place- 
ment of  chicks  in 
14  broiler 


Ct.  per  lb. 

mi.  lb. 
mi.  lb. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb,  feed 

Millions 


Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 

Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 


183.2  132.0 
96.9  146.6 


7.9 
10.4 


6.5 
8.3 

13.9 


153-7  ::  Feb.  1 

122.1  ::  Feb.  1 

6.2  ::Feb. 

8.7  ::Feb. 

14.9  ::Feb. 


167.2 
104.8 

8.1 

10.1 


6.7 
8.4 


Production  rising  seasonally 


Declined  later  in  February 


Parity  base  changed  January  1 


118.2  141.2 
142.9  124.5 


5-9 
8.5 


14.3  15-5 


Have  been  low  for  3  months 


Placements  large  despite 
low  prices 


1/  Except  where  data  axe  for  December,  in  which  cases  the  current  year  is  1953,  and  the  comparisons  are  respectively  1952  and 
1942-51.  2/  Eggs  in  Incubators  February  1  were  15  percent  above  a  year  earlier.  3_/  The  10  year  averages  in  this  line  are  not 
precisely  comparable  to  the  averages  for  the  individual  months,  since  prior  to  April  1949  this  item  was  reported  as  "chickens," 
and  since  then  as  "broilers  and  fryers." 
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TEE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Cutlook  and  Situation  Board,  March  31,  195** 


SUMMARY 


The  seasonal  decline  in  egg  prices  that  usually  occurs  early  in 
t.he  year  cane  later  than  usual  in  195^«    Prices  remained  quite  steady 
in  January  and  the  first  part  of  February,  probably  because  the  rise 
in  the  rate  of  Jay  per  bird  from  January  1  to  lebruary  1  was  smaller 
th-in  usual.    In  late  February,  however,  prices  declined  sharply  and  by 
mid-March  were  6  to  9  cents  below  a  tvear  earlier  in  several  markets. 

With  egg  production  the  next  few  months  likely  to  be  above 
19?3»  prices  are  likely  to  continue  below  a  year  earlier.  Nevertheless, 
farmers  probably  will  raise  more  pullets  for  laying  flock  replacement 
than  last  year,  because  the  present  returns  from  egg  production  are 
favorable,  particularly  in  conroari  ?on  with  many  alternatives.    So  far 
this  season,  the  hatch  of  chicle  has  been  larger  than  in  1953« 

Hatchings  of  broiler  chicks  in  recent  months  have  also  been 
ahead  of  last  year,  despite  the  slurrvo  in  broiler  prices  which  began 
in  liov^mber  in  some  areas,  and  that  had  spread  over  the  Nation  by 
December.    While  broiler  prices  by  early  March  had  ri sen  several  cents 
above  their  extreme  lows  of  December,  the  23  cent  (Georgia)  and  22 
cent  (Del-Mar-Va)  prices  reported  on  March  9  from  important  producing 
areas  were  considerably  belaw  the  respective  26.6  and  23.3  cent 
averages  of  broiler  prices  there  for  1953- 

Turkey  hatchings  are  also  at  a  very  high  rate,  much  above 
farmers'  January  intentions  to  raise  6  percent  more  heavy-breed  turkeys 
tnan  last  year,  and  ■)  percent  more  light-breed  turkeys.    The  large 
number  of  turkey  breeders  available  indicates  that  turkey  hatchings 
.through  the  spring  will  exceed  the  19>2  record.    Growers  and  pro- 
cessors sold  6  percent  of  the  1952  crop  to  the  Government's-'  surplus 
removal  program. 
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BEVISW  AHD  OUTLOOK 

Lev  fiate  of  Lay  In  Early  February 

Deferred  Springtime  Egg  Price  Decline? 

■2gg  prices  were  steady  in  January  and  the  first  part  cf  February, 
and  remained  above  a  year  earlier.    In  mid-February,  the  average  price 
received  by  farmers  was  ^5.7  cents  per  dozen,  compared  with  42.0  cents  a 
year  earlier  and  34.7  cents  2  years  earlier,    In  the  last  half  of  Febru- 
ary and  to  mid-March,  wholesale  prices  for  eggs  declined  several  cents  per 
dozen.    Most  grades  fell  to  levels  below  those  of  a  year  earlier  but 
continued  .well  above  1952  levels.    However,  prices  at  the  levels  of  early 
March  probably  would  still  be  attractive  enough  to  farmers  to  induce  them 
to  buy  more  chicks  for  flock  replacement  this  year  than  the  615  million 
raised  in  1953. 

The  steadiness  in  egg  prices  in  January  and  into  February  was  partly 
due  to  the  fact  that  production  did  not  increase  so  much  as  usual.  This 
was  because  output  per  bird  rose  so  little  from  January  1  to  February  .1 
that  on  the  later  date  the  rate  was  below  a  year  earlier,  47.3  ©ggs  P©r 
lOO  layers  compared  with  49.3  on  February  1,  1953 •    This  was  the  first 
time  since  May    1953  that  the  rate  had  been  below  the  same  month  of  the 
preceding  year.    On  March  1,  the  rate  of  lay  had  recovered  to  a  level  above 
last  year,  57.9  eggs,  per  100  layers  compared  with  55.1  in  1953.    The  rise 
from  February  1  to  March  1  indicates  that  the  number  of  eggs  laid  per  3.00 
layers  this  spring  probably  will  increase  to  close  to  the  past  peaks  of 
about  60  eggs  per  day  per  .100  layers. 

Through  late  February,  commercial  egg  breaking  had  been  confined 
largely  to  production  for  current  consumption.    At  the  lower  prices  of 
late  February,  commercial  egg  breaking  for  immediate  use,  for  freezing, 
and  for  drying,  is  likely  to  increase  to  the  rate  where  product  will  be 
made  for  storage  for  the  year  ahead,  as  well  as  current  use.    The  deeper 
yellow  color  that  develops  in  yolks  as  the  season  progresses  elso  will 
encourage  more  commercial  breaking  since  a  premium  usually  is  paid  for 
frozen  egg    of  deep  color.    So  long  as  total  stocks  of  frozen  egg  in 
storage  do  not  exceed  last  year  by  more  than  perhaps  10  or  15  percent, 
the  volume  of  commercial  egg  breaking  probably  will  be  large  emough  to 
hold  egg  prices  near  the  early  March  level  thrcugh  the  spring.  But 
prices  might'  drop  lower  if  storage  accumulations  of  frozen  egg  exceed 
1953  ^>y  more  than  a  moderate  margin. 

When  prices  of  fre3h  eggs  were  declining  in  mid-February,  prices 
°f  ego  futures  contracts  also  fell.    The  weekly  report  of  storage  holdings 
in  35  cities  indicates  that  the  season's  first" net  in-movement  of  shell 
eggs  to  storage  occurred  in  the  week  ended  February  20,  which  was  2  weeks 
later  than  last  year,  and  6  weeks  later  than  either  1952  or  195L    I*  ie 
still  too  early  to  anticipate  the  extent  of  shell  egg  storage  this  spring. 
Factors  which  will  influence  the  total  are:  (l)  the  long-time  declining 
trend  in  storage  of  shell  eggs,  (2)  the  course  of  fresh  egg  prices  this 
spring  (lower  prices  would  favor  storage),  and  (3)  the  production  outlook 
for  eggs  for  late  summer  and  fall  (prospects  for  expanded  output  would 
discourage  storage). 
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Table  1  .-  Kate  of  lay,  numbers  of  birds  in  laying  flocks  and  estimated  egg  production 
on  farms,  first  day  of  selected  months,  1950  to  date 


Year 

;  Feb 

:      Mar .  : 

Apr.      :       May      :  June 

:      July  : 

dumber 

Number 

Number 

dumber          Number  "umber 

Number 

Number 

a. 

Eggs  laid  per  100  layers,  first  day  of  the  month 

41.4 

46.0 

52.8 

58.2               60.0  57.2 

Si  0 

kl  h 
1  • 

19S1 

39  8 

47.1 

53-2 

58.7            60.6  58.0 

S3  1 

47  7 

1  OS? 

40  9 

49.1 

55-1 

59.3            60.6  57-6 

SI  0 

46  7 

44  l 

49.3 

55-1 

60.5           60.2  58.2 

52  4 

li  Q  S 

1954 

44.8 

47.3 

57.9 

b.  Birdo  in  laying  flocks,  first  day  of  the  month 

(millions) 

1950 

3C2J 

382 

370 

355             334  315 

299 

289 

1951 

380 

372 

364 

346              329  311 

297 

28"5 

1952 

388 

384 

370 

351              333  315 

297 

288 

195^ 

380 

369 

357 

343              327  310 

297 

289 

1954 

387 

377 

367 

c. 

Estimated  production  on  farms,  first  day  of 

the  month 

(millions  of  eggs) 

1950 

162 

176 

196 

207              200  180 

153 

137 

1951 

151 

175 

194 

203              199  180 

158 

136 

1952 

159 

137 

204 

208               202  l8l 

151 

134 

1953 

168 

182 

197 

208              197  180 

156 

143 

1954 

173 

178 

212 

Table  2  .-  Shell  and  frozen  eggs  in  refrigerated  storage 


Shell  eggs 

Frozen  ecaa 

:           Shell  and  frozen 

Date 

combined 

y 

1952 

:  1953 

1954  ; 

1952 

1953  :  1954 

:  1952 

:  1953 

:  1954 

Th :  -  s 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Mil. 

mi.  mi. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

cases 

cases 

cases 

lb. 

lb.  lb. 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Total  U.S. 

stocks 

Jan.  1 

141 

153 

89 

67 

50  42 

1,886 

1,456 

1,181 

Feb.  1 

'  238 

120 

76 

53 

35  38 

1,616 

1,029 

1,051 

Mar.  1 

942 

248 

61 

42 

2,515 

1,350 

Apr.  1 

•  1,596 

375 

84 

65 

3,785 

2,069 

.'■fay  1 

■  2,184 

816 

111 

99 

5,072 

3,387 

June  1 

3,184 

1,431 

146 

132 

6,973 

4,867 

July  1 

3,357 

1,513 

166 

160 

7,680 

5,662 

Aug.  1 

2,728 

1,199 

163 

153 

6,971 

5,169 

Sept.  1 

2,169 

827 

144 

133 

5,918 

4,293 

Oct.  1  : 

1,709 

494 

124 

110 

4,921 

3,348 

Nov.  1  : 

1,000 

288 

95 

87 

3,476 

2,544 

Dec.  1  : 

393 

137 

72 

61 

2,275 

1,722 

Stocks  in 

35  principal  cities  2/ 

Feb.  27  . 

690 

141 

77 

35 

24  21 

1,606 

761 

612 

Mar.  6 

791 

158 

106 

37 

26  23 

1,762 

826 

704 

Mar.  13 

914 

171 

40 

28 

1,958 

899 

Mar.  20  : 

1,019 

176 

44 

32 

2,161 

999 

Mar.  27  : 

1,107 

201 

48 

34 

2,352 

1,079 

Apr.  3  : 

1,189 

222 

51 

38 

2,518 

1,199 

l/  Frozen  egg  converted  at  38.5  pounds  equivalent  to  1  case. 

2/  Given  dates  are  for  1954;  for  other  years,  corresponding  Saturdays. 
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Table  3  •-  Eggs:  Monthly  commercial  supply  from  farm  production,  and  average  prices, 

January  1952  to  date  1/ 


Year 
and 
mo  n't)! 

Egg  pro- 
■  duct-ion 
>  on  f arms 

Net  cold  storage 
►          movements,  shell 
and  frozen 
©ouivalant 

VJUU                 •  XJ1 

Eggs 
for 
hatching 

Government 
purchases 
for  sur- 
plus re- 
moval 

eti ectlve 
supply  in 
commercial 

channels 
( Including 
U.S.  Armed 

Forces 

U.S.  av- 
erage farm 
price 

per 
dozen 

U.S.  aver- 
age retail 

price 

(AMS) 
per 

dozen 

— — - — ■ — ■  

1,  000 

1,000 

ca>  60  a 

/-  Q  r  n  p 

casoB 

cases 

cases 

Cants 

Cents 

Jan  * 

l  li  AaL 

*70"3 

±1, 371 

po.o 

rt)u, 

IS  7  Ilk 

1    PI  Q 

i  0  £p£ 

Oil  *7 

34.7 

53. u 

May* 

►         17  730 

X,e;  f  O 

X  y  CUO 

1  P£l 
15, ^Ol 

J1*  .v 

51.5 

Apr. 

17,072 

1,287 

900 

14,885 

35.2 

53.0 

May 

16,1*94 

1,901 

486 

14,107 

34.2 

52.2 

J  line 

1  r>  Aftli 

f  u  ( 

12,003 

35-7 

p4  .U 

Jill  V 

IP  311 

70  Q 

op-7 

12,693 

h  3  "5 

ftft  ? 
OO .  3 

An  £r 

1 1  Uftl 

1  0=i3 

JJJ 

12 , 181 

kP,  P 

ftA  A 

Sapt . 

1  1  33ft 

007 

1 05 

11,040 

lift  7 
ho .  ( 

ftQ  ^ 

Joy 

■sftft 

A3 

13,135 

=;n  3 

7)1  0 

Nov  • 

12  417 

1  201 

30,  S 

J77 

1 7 

13,<=°o 

^1  0 

7P  ^ 

jDec 

1 

14  ,dVj 

kft  ft 
ho .  0 

ftJi  2 

JfiJl , 

15,044 

llP7 

7P0 

14,751 

llR  p 

Hp  .  0 

ftll  O 

Oh  .  y 

rou. 

14,733 

3P1 

1  P(lk 

13,208 

lip  f) 

P 

Max. 

17,1*22 

71  Q 

1  PsA 

15,445 

kk  7 
■Hi  .  1 

ojO 

Apr. 

16,856 

1,318 

990 

14,548 

45.5 

64.0 

May 

16,239 

1,480 

568 

14,191 

45.9 

64.0 

Jun© 

13,978 

<  yp 

403 

12,780 

Ji  »7 
HP.  1 

ft^  i 
op.i 

July 

TO  01,1, 

Id ,044 

4Q3 

H-7-> 

375 

12,962 

k7  7 

67.8 

12,025 

876 

3Sk 

12 ,547 

ftQ  Q 

"7'7 

Sept. 

11,639 

945 

400 

12,184 

51.4 

73.1 

Oct. 

12,778 

804 

446 

13,136 

53.2 

74.7 

Nov. 

13,289 

822 

486 

13,625 

49.7 

68.6 

Dec. 

14,553 

541 

585 

14,509 

48.5 

66.5 

1954 

3/  828 

•Jan . 

ic  TOO 

130 

14.435 

46.3 

Feb. 

15,211 

45.7 

Mar. 

l/  Corresponding  data  for  prior  months  are  given  in  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Si tuation,  June  1951,  table  5, 
page  12  and  Mar. -Apr.  1952,  table  1,  page  5. 

2/  Surplus  removal  purchases  for  1952  entered  according  to  month  of  scheduled  delivery. 
3/  Estimated  on  basis  of  eggs  in  incubators  February  1. 
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Early-seascn  Indications  fuggest 
Chickens  Raised  to  Exceed  1952 

Reports  of  hatchery  operations  to  date  indicate  that  farmers  will 
raise  more  chickens  for  laying  flock  replacement  than  the  615  million 
raised  in  1953*    Their  intentions  on  February  1  had  indicated  they  would 
raise  the  sane  number  for  replacement  as  in  1953 • 

Total  hatchery  output  of  chickens  in  January  was  10  percent  larger 
than  in  January  1953 >  and  the  number  of  eggs  in  incubators  February  1  was 
15  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    Since  corresponding  increases  in 
Ik  major  specialized  broiler  areas  were  only  7  and  8  percent,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  early-seascn  hatch  for  laying  flock  replacement  is  substantially 
creater  this  year  than  last.    In  California,  where  detailed  statistics 
are  available,  output  of  light  -breed  chicks  from  November  1,  1953  "to  late 
February  was  33  percent  over  the  same  months  a  year  earlier. 

These  increases  were  stimulated  by  the  fact  that  until  mid-February 
egg-feed  price  relationships  were  more  favorable  than  a  year  earlier. 
Since  then,  the  decline  in  egg  prices  has  made  the  egg-feed  price  ratio 
less  attractive  but  it  remains  hi^h  encugh  so  that  egg  producers  are  lively 
to  expand  their  laying  flocks . 

The  price  relationships  are  similar  to  that  of  the  spring  of  1953 
when  favorable  egg-feed  price  relationships  did  not  result  in  an  expansion 
in  the  laying  fleck.    However,  several  circumstances  suggest  that  the  in- 
crease in  chick  production,  already  apparent  in  the  first  2  months  of  195^> 
will  carry  through  for  most  of  the  hatching  season. 

Table  U.-  Sexed  chicks:    Formers 1  purchases,  19^2-53;  and  intentions,  195^ 


Year 

:  Chickens 
:    raised  by 
:  farmers  for 
:  laying  flock 
.  replacement 

.   '  1/ 

:  Percentage 
of  farmers 1 
baby  chick 
purchases 

made  as 
sexed  oiillets 

j  Year 

:  Chickens 
:     raised  by 
:  farmers  for 
:  laying  flock  • 
:  replacement 

1/ 

Percentage 
of  farmers' 
baby  chick 
purchases 

made  as 
sexed  pullets 

19^2 
191+3 

l$Hk  : 

19^5  : 
19^6  : 
19U7  : 

Millicns  Percent 

Qkh  21 
:         1,001  17 
332  20 
890                      13  ! 
738                    22  ! 
719                   26  : 

:  1943 

191+9 
1950 
1951 

1952  • 

1953  : 
195^  : 

Millions  Percent 

:           615  30 
:           705  31 
635  32 
:          063  33 
617  37 
615  h2 
2/kk 

1/  Excluding  specialized  broilers.. 
2/  Intentions. 


Farmers  last  spring  may  have  believed  that  egg  prices  would  not 
remain  favorable  through  the  spring.    However  the  U.  S.  average  of  egg  prices 
persisted  at  about  k$  cents  per  dozen  which  boosted  hatchings  in  May,  June 
and  July  well  above  a  year  earlier.    Despite  the  mid -February  drop  in  egg 
prices  this  year,  farmers  may  expect  egg  prices  to  remain  favorable. 
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Table  5."  Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised,  and  pullets  on 
farms,  Janv.ary  1,  United  States ,  1925  tc  date 


Egg- feed 
price  ratio 
(weighted 
average* ) 


Chickens 
raised 


Pullets 
on  farms 
January  1 
following' 


Percentage  of  preceding  year 


Intentions 
to  raise 
chickens 


Egg-feed 
price 
ratio* 


:  Pullets 
Chickens:  on  farms 

raised  :  January  1 
 :  following 


:  Pounds 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percen 

1925 

:  12.9 

679 

102 

103 

1926 

:  13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

:        13. ^ 

750 

99 

10U 

12? 

700 

Ql 

yj 

1929 

13.1 

751 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

2hk 

105 

10U 

1931 

10.6 

709 

230 

77 

91 

9h 

1932  : 

11.6 

736 

237 

109 

lOh 

103 

1933 

:  1U.3 

750 

238 

123 

102 

100 

1931*  : 

10.9 

6kh 

212 

76 

86 

89 

1935  • 

11.1* 

656 

226 

105 

102 

107 

1936  ■ 

13.1 

715 

2U9 

115 

.109 

110 

1937  • 

601 

215 

72 

8U 

86 

11  k 

KSl 

XCi, 

l  nft 

1939  : 

12.6 

697 

25U 

111 

107 

105 

19i*0  : 

10.  k 

63^ 

2U0 

96 

83 

91 

9^ 

19^1  : 

11.5 

71*5 

278 

109 

111 

118 

116 

19^2  : 

13.2 

Qkk 

319 

112 

115 

113 

115 

19U3  : 

IU.7 

1,001 

350 

116 

111 

119 

110 

: 

11.2 

832 

301 

83 

76 

83 

86 

191*5  : 

12.8 

890 

322 

96 

11U 

107 

107 

19^6  ! 

11.9 

738 

281 

86 

93 

83 

87 

I9U7  : 

11.3 

719 

278 

9h 

95 

97 

99 

19^6  : 

9.8 

615 

258 

80 

87 

86 

93 

19^9  : 

12.7 

705 

287 

107 

130 

115 

111 

1950  : 

9.6 

635 

26U 

88 

76 

90 

92 

1951  : 

11.  k 

663 

276 

96 

101* 

105 

1952  : 

1/  9.1 

617 

1/25* 

90 

yap 

93 

02 

1953  : 

11.3(11.2)2/615 

231 

96 

12k 

100 

111 

195  ^  : 

2/(12.2)" 

100 

1/  Fevised , 

2/  Preliminary . 

3/  For  1951*    November  through  Fshruar^ ;  comparable  1953  in  parentheses. 


*  Weights  are  as  f ollovd :  Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  Eecember,  2; 
January,  3;  February,  U;  March,  5;  April,       May,  1. 
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Table  6.-  Chickens  raised,  and  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  by  regions,  19*»3  to  date 


Chickens  raised 


Percent- 
age of 
previous 
year 


Intentions 

to  raise 
chickens  as 
a  percent- 
age of 
previous 
year 


Chickens  raised 


Yimter 


Percent- 
age of 

previous 
year 


Intentions 

to  raise 
chickens  as 
a  percent- 
age of 
previous 
year 


Chickens  raised 


Number 


Percent- 
age of 
previous 
year 


Intentions 
to  raise 
chickens  as 
a  percent- 
age of 
previous 
year 


:  Mil, 

Pet, 

Pet. 

Mix . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Mil 

,         Pet.  Pet 

New  Poland 

Middle  Atlantic 

East  North  Central 

19*3 

:  3* 

121 

132 

9k 

131 

123 

18* 

118  110 

19** 

:  31 

91 

80 

80 

85 

7* 

15* 

8*  Qk 

19*5 

31 

100 

9* 

90 

112 

110 

171 

111  92 

19*6 

:  23 

7* 

88 

69 

77 

89 

1*0 

82  81 

19*7 

:  26 

113 

93 

68 

99 

103 

136 

97  92 

19*3 

:  2* 

92 

81 

61 

90 

8* 

115 

85  79 

19U9 

29 

121 

111 

7* 

121 

llfc 

135 

117  99 

1950 

:  29 

100 

105 

67 

91 

91 

12U 

92  85 

1951 

!  31 

107 

IkO 

76 

113 

100 

126 

102  92 

1952 

:  33 

106 

96 

73 

96 

95 

118 

9*  87 

1953  1/ 

35 

105 

99 

75 

103 

100 

120 

102  90 

195 * 

10c 

103 

• 

Oil 

West  North 

Central 

South  Atlantic 

East  South  Central 

I9U3  : 

286 

116 

112 

108 

119 

126 

89 

11*  125 

19** 

239 

8* 

87 

93 

86 

88 

73 

82  00 

19*5  ! 

251 

105 

90 

92 

99 

107 

7* 

101  96 

19*6  : 

215 

86 

8* 

80 

87 

95 

69 

93  99 

19*7  : 

210 

98 

91 

75 

9k 

93 

65 

91+  95 

19*8  : 

160 

76 

71 

69 

92 

9* 

61 

9**  09 

191*9  : 

187 

117 

102 

73 

106 

105 

66 

108  107 

1950  : 

loo 

on 

CO 

60 

90 

92 

57 

Ob  yo 

1951  : 

173 

103 

88 

60 

103 

102 

57 

100  101 

1952  : 

152 

88 

86 

67 

99 

103 

55 

96  99 

1953  l/s 

157 

103 

92 

OH 

95 

9£ 

Qk  nfl 

90 

195*  : 

9U 

10* 

10* 

West  South 

Central 

Mountain 

Pacific 

19*3  : 

120 

119 

115 

33 

122 

119 

53 

118  121 

19**  : 

9* 

78 

80 

26 

79 

79 

*2 

79  71 

19*5  : 

99 

105 

96 

28 

108 

90 

50 

119  106 

19*6  : 

82 

83 

91 

23 

82 

88 

37 

7*  78 

19*7  : 

79 

96 

96 

22 

96 

96 

37 

100  92 

19*8  : 

66 

8* 

8U 

21 

95 

9* 

38 

103  81 

19*9  : 

77 

117 

117 

22 

105 

110 

*2 

111  117 

1950  ! 

66 

86 

88 

20 

91 

88 

39 

93  88 

1951  : 

66 

100 

97 

22 

110 

100 

*5 

115  102 

1952  : 

58 

88 

9* 

19 

86 

86 

U2 

93  85 

1953  1/  : 

5* 

9* 

99 

19 

93 

106 

*1 

102  100 

195*  : 

107 

105 

108 

1/  Preliminary 
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A  related  consideration  is  that  in  recent  months  profits  from  the 
egg  production  enterprise  have  compared  very  favorably  with  those  from 
alternative  enterprises.    In  view  of  the  scheduled  decline  in  support  levels 
for  milk  and  butterfat,  egg  production  may  appear  more  favorable  than  the 
dairy  enterprise  t^  many  fanners.    Chicken  meat  production  is  presently 
unprofitable.    Consequently  some  farmers  may  expand  enterprises  which  are 
currently  profitable,  such  as  egg  and  pork  production,  in  order  to  main- 
tain income.    Farmers'  intentions  for  the  spring  pig  crop  call  for  a 
6  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  over  1953.  These 
intentions  are  ordinarily  more  definite  than  those  for  chickens  since  they 
are  stated  after  a  large  proportion  of  the  sows  have  been  bred. 

Placement^  Continue  Large 

l>espite  Drop  in Broiler  Prices 


respite  continued  broiler  prices  generally  lower  than  25  cents  per 
pound  since  late  in  1953*  weekly  chick  placements  in  specified  production 
areas  continued  at  record  or  near-record  levels  through  February  and  into 
larch.  Mid -month  broiler  prices  received  by  farmers  for  the  last  3  months 
averaged  23.5  cent3  (23. k  cents  per  pound  (live)  in  December  1953,  2k. 6  cents 
in  January  195k,  and  22.6  in  February).    The  average  for  the  3  months  is 
lower  than  the  average  for  any  previous  month  since  January  1950,  when 
21.3  cents  was  reported,  and  lower  than  in  any  other  3  month  period  since 
mid -19^2 .    At  that  time  the  index  of  feed  prices  paid  by  farmers  was 
about  132  (1910-191^=100)  compared  with  225  in  February. 

Ihe  outlook  for  broiler  prices  in  the  next  8  or  10  weeks  is  affected 
on  one  hand  by  the  prospective  large  supplies  of  broilers,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  reduced  number  of  hogs  and  fed  cattle  expected  to  be  available  for 
slaughter  in  the  next  few  months. 

On  the  basis  of  earlier  placements,  March  slaughter  of  broilers  is 
likely  to  be  record-large.    The  number  of  chicks  placed  and  eggs  set  in 
incubators  indicates  that  slaughter  will  not  decline  significantly  in 
April,  and  may  rise  in  May.    In  the  past,  low  broiler  prices  usually  have 
eventually  resulted  in  a  reduced  supply,  but  at  present  no  appreciable 
decline  in  total  U.  S.  production  is  yet  apparent. 

This  spring,  however,  supplies  of  red  meats  are  likely  to  be  mod- 
erately below  a  year  earlier.    The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  was  9  percent  below  a  year  earlier,  and  the  number 
of  hogs  then  under  6  months  of  age  was  8  percent  lower.    These  classes 
will  supply  a  large  part  of  the  slaughter  supplies  of  livestock  in  the 
next  few  months.    February  1  storage  stocks  of  red  meats  were  lower  than 
a  year  earlier  by  27  percent,  equivalent  to  almost  2  pounds  per  capita. 

Later  in  the  year,  supplies  of  red  meats  probably  will  be  about 
as  large  as  a  year  earlier.    Total  cattle  numbers  on  January  1  were  at 
an  all-time  high  of  9k.7  million  head,  with  the  largest  percentage  gain 
occurring  in  beef  cows.    Farmers  intend  6  percent  more  sows  than  last 
year  to  farrow  for  the  spring  pig  crop. 
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Table  8 


.-  Weekly  broiler  placements  in  specialized  areas;  broiler  prices  tnd 
broiler-feed  price  ratios,  Salisbury,  Maryland,  1952  and  1953 


:  1°52 

1553 

Placements, 

Broiler 

Broiler- 

:       Placements , 

Placements , 

Broiler 

Broiler- 

Week 

:           11  areas  l/ 

price , 

feed 

11  areas  1/ 

Ik  areas  l/ 

price , 

feed 

ending 

2/ 

Weekly  ^Cumulative 

per 
pound , 
Salis- 
bury 

prloe 
ratio , 

Salis- 
bury 

Weekly  ^Cumulative 

Weekly  '.Cumulative 

per 
pound 
Salis- 
bury 

price 
ratio, 
Salis- 
bury 

February 


September 


November 


December 


Thousands  Thousands 


Cont6 


Lb.  feed  Thousands    Thousands    Thousands  Thousands 


Cents      Lb .  feed 


3 

11,910 

11,910 

28.0 

5.1 

12,353 

12,358 

lU, 1U3 

lU, 1"*3 

30.1 

5.6 

10 

12,053 

23,963 

23.9 

5.2 

12,259 

21*,  617 

ll*,295 

28,1*38 

28.2 

5-3 

IT 

10,768 

3"*,731 

23.9 

5.2 

11,838 

36,505 

13,835 

1*2,323 

28.0 

5-3 

2h 

11,61*1* 

1*6,375 

28.9 

5.2 

ll,7l*l* 

1*3, 2U9 

.13,81*0 

56,163 

27.3 

5.1 

30 

j^'j 

5  U 

12 ,136 

60 , 385 

il*  162 

27  8 

*i  2 
J  • c 

7 

13,278 

72,21*3 

30.9 

5.5 

11,730 

72,165 

13,831* 

81*,  209 

27.1* 

5.2 

111 

13,973 

86.216 

29.8 

5.1* 

12,027 

3U.192 

H*, 187 

93,396 

28.2 

5.1* 

21 

ll»,2l0 

100,1*26 

23.8 

5.2 

12,313 

96,510 

11*, 573 

112,969 

28.3 

5.1* 

23 

ll*,13l* 

111*,  56O 

23.3 

5-1 

12,927 

109,1*37 

15,152 

128,121 

27.3 

5-2 

7 

1**,367 

128,927 

26.1 

i*.3 

12,927 

122, 36U 

15,037 

11*3,158 

27.3 

5.2 

Vt 

13,399 

11*2,326 

26.0 

l*.7 

13,1*31 

135.795 

15,710 

158,868 

27.1 

5.2 

21 

13,250 

156,076 

27.6 

5.0 

13,61*3 

11*9,1*33 

15,921* 

171*, 792 

26.8 

5.1 

23' 

12,362 

163,938 

27.0 

i*.9 

13.261* 

162,702 

15,1*90 

190,282 

27.2 

5-2 

I* 

12,560 

181,1*93 

26.9 

U.8 

13,536 

176,288 

15,882 

206,161* 

27.0 

5-1 

13 

12,358 

193,356 

26.8 

U.3 

13,250 

189,533 

15,630 

221,791* 

26.2 

5-0 

ia 

12, 1*0 

205,996 

26.2 

1*.3 

13,691 

203,229 

16,077 

237,871 

26.7 

5.2 

85 

12,226 

213,222 

25.8 

U.3 

13,625 

216, 85U 

15,937 

253,808 

26.1 

5.0 

2 

11.611 

229,333 

25.1 

1*.5 

13,707 

230,561 

16,097 

269,905 

25.8 

5-0 

9 

11,662 

21(1,1*95 

22.6 

l*.l 

13,!»23 

21*3, 93U 

15,81*0 

285,71*5 

26.0 

5.0 

16 

11,51*2 

253,037 

22.0 

U.o 

13,271 

257  ,255 

15,507 

301,252 

25.6 

U.9 

23 

11,310 

261*  ,31*7 

25.1* 

i*.6 

13,095 

270,350 

15.261 

316,513 

25.1* 

1*.9 

30 

10,750 

275,097 

21*. 8 

1».5 

13,033 

283,383 

15,1*25 

331,938 

25.7 

>».9 

6 

10,805 

235,902 

25.6 

U.6 

13,133 

296.516 

15,375 

31*7,313 

25.2 

i.9 

13 

11,251 

297.153 

25.5 

k.6 

13,136 

309,652 

15,339 

362,702 

2U. 1 

fc.7 

2 

11,511 

303,661* 

25.0 

"*.5 

12,879 

322,531 

15,163 

377,365 

21*. 8 

>*.9 

27 

11,1*33 

320,102 

21*. 7 

1*.5 

12,337 

3311,868 

ll*,327 

392,192 

21*. 8 

1*.9 

k'. 

10,870 

330,972 

21*. 1* 

l*.l» 

12.177 

3U7/JU5 

lU,2l8 

1*06,1*10 

26.2 

5-1 

11 

10,717 

3*1,689 

27.3 

>».9 

11,613 

353,663 

13,751 

1*20,161 

28.3 

5.5 

18 

10,201 

351.390 

23.5 

5.1 

11,365 

370,023 

13,319 

1*33,1*80 

30.1 

5-9 

25 

8,73"* 

360, 62U 

28.2 

5-1 

10,896 

380,921* 

12,769 

1*1*6,21*9 

28.7 

5-6 

1 
X 

}uy  0  r  0 

28.6 

10  1*02 

Ul6 

12 . 289 

1*58,533 

28.7 

5-6 

8: 

9,507 

378,333 

32 .1 

5.3 

10 [292 

1*01, 708 

12,053 

1*70,591 

28.6 

5.6 

15 

9,1*36 

338.369 

32.5 

5.3 

10,810 

1*12,513 

12,600 

1*83,191 

28.1* 

5-5 

22 

8,735 

397.101* 

33-1* 

5.9 

10,711 

1*23,229 

12,502 

1*95,693 

28.5 

5.6 

29 

3,581 

■*C5,635 

32.5 

5.7 

9-935 

1*33,211* 

11,793 

507,1*36 

28.3 

5-5 

5 

3,933 

l*lU,6l8 

31.3 

5.6 

9,730 

1*1*2,91*1* 

11,397 

518,883 

27-2 

5.3 

12 

9,167 

1*23,785 

33-0 

5.3 

9,932 

1*52,876 

11,761* 

530,61*7 

27.6 

5-3 

19 

9,17l» 

1*32,959 

31.2 

5-5 

10,339 

1*63,265 

12,135 

51*2,832 

28.0 

5.5 

26 

9,1*05 

1*1*2,361* 

30.U 

5.5 

10,560 

•173,825 

12,326 

555,158 

27.5 

5.1* 

3 

9,567 

>*51,931 

29.5 

5.1*' 

10 ,210 

U3U.035 

11,366 

567,021* 

26.6 

5.1* 

10 

9,923 

1*61,851* 

23.7 

5.3 

10,1*22 

U9U,  1*57 

12,087 

579,111 

25.7 

5.2 

17 

9,659 

1*71,513 

23.0 

5-2 

10 , 965 

505,1*22 

12,581* 

591,695 

25.2 

5.1 

2I| 

10,256 

1*31,769 

28.2 

5.3 

11,512 

516,931* 

13, 3*8 

605,01*3 

25.0 

5-1 

31 

10,1*1*1 

1*92,210 

30.6 

5.8 

11,902 

523,336 

13,757 

618,800 

21*. 0 

i.9 

7 

10,759 

502,969 

32.1* 

6.2 

12,216 

51*1,052 

1U,193 

632,993 

2U.3 

5.0 

ik 

10,363 

513,332 

3M 

6.6 

12,590 

553,61*2 

lU,l*58 

6U7 ,  1*51 

25.1 

5.2 

21 

11,262 

525,091* 

32.9 

6.3 

13,062 

566,701* 

lit.  858 

662,309 

25.0 

5.1 

23 

11,076 

536.170 

32.7 

6.3 

13.213 

579,917 

15,071 

677,380 

21*. 3 

5.0 

5 

11,1*1*8 

5*7, 613 

33.8 

6.1* 

13,311* 

593,231 

15,355 

692,735 

23.2 

U.7 

12 

11,756 

559,371* 

30.9 

5.3 

13.257 

606, U33 

15,380 

708,115 

21.2 

l*.2 

19 

12,013 

571,387 

27.1* 

5.3 

13.679 

620,167 

15.700 

723,815 

18.1* 

3-6 

26 

10.697 

582, 03U 

n.a. 

n.a. 

11.1*73 

631,61*0 

13.219 

737,031* 

18.0 

3-5 

532,081* 


23.2 


5-2 


631.6UO 


737,031* 


5.1 


26.1 


J7  11  areas:    Del-Mar-Va.,  Shenadoah  Valley  (Va.  and  W.  Va.),  N.  Car.,  C-a.,  N.  W.  Ark.,  Texas,  Ind.,  Miss. ,  Ala . ,  Fla . 
and  Oregon.    Fourteen  areas  also  include  Calif.,  Conn.,  and  Maine:    Comparable  1952-53  figures  for  lU-area  comparisons 
are  not  available.    2/  Dates  given  are  for  1953.    Entries  for  1952  are  for  corresponding  weeks,    n.a.  -  Not  available. 
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Table  9  .-  Weekly  placement*  of  broiler  chicks  In  lh  speolallted  areas,  1953,  and  annual  totals,  1952  and  1953  1/ 


Shen. 

Week 

ending 

Ui- 

■crth 

Ve3t 
Ark. 

Calif- 
ornia 

Connect- 
icut 

Del- 
Har- 
7a. 

Flor- 
ida 

Geor- 
gia 

Indi- 
ana 

Maine 

Missis- 
sippi 

U .  Car- 
olina 

Oregon 

Valley 
Va. 
and 

V.  Va. 

TezaB 

Taous  .     ^cnj3  ,  Thous.       ThOB*  ■    Thous.      Thous.  Thou  a.  Thous.  Thous.    Thous  .  Thous .    Thou  8 .  Thous.      Thou  a. 


Jan.  3 

536 

I.:a6 

922 

3kk 

3,587 

220 

2,311 

705 

519 

71* 

980 

90 

l,2kl 

in 

1  .Ckk 

1  ,C22 

k76 

3,5*3 

236 

2,351 

678 

533 

775 

990 

80 

851 

1,210 

^  7 

•?x 

1  012 

kM 

3,26k 

21k 

2.363 

800 

532 

66k 

992 

88 

878 

1,218 

2h 

*k1 

970 

'•>88 

k95 

3,075 

21k 

2,397 

663 

613 

700 

911 

101 

922 

1,2*8 

31 

553 

978 

1,0*7 

*68 

3.173 

225 

2,*65 

7*0 

511 

696 

981 

101 

926 

1,293 

Te»>1  1 

ski 

1 .021 

1 ,087 

k77 

2,760 

22k 

2,*93 

688 

5k0 

797 

938 

9* 

8ko 

1,382 

-Ik 
A* 

J*  j 

1  007 

1  10k 

x  ,  x 

k71 

2,695 

221 

2,595 

79* 

*93 

752 

1,028 

103 

853 

1,*26 

5>1 

Cl 

621 

T?X 

1  221 

2,750 

263 

2,690 

311 

513 

7*6 

1,028 

96 

1,00c 

1,360 

08 

62* 

1 ,0*9 

1 ,2kC 

^mmmi  * 

3.0k7 

236 

2,770 

732 

*57 

326 

l,0k7 

112 

1,036 

1,397 

Mar.  7 

655 

1.C75 

1,179 

kk5 

2,395 

229 

2,319 

363 

k36 

835 

995 

101 

1,066 

1,39* 

u 

X  — 

711 

1,036 

1,220 

ST? 

3.091 

2k  0 

2,396 

327 

5*7 

815 

1,130 

118 

1,0*7 

1,*70 

719 

1 ,010 

l't2$Q 

*52 

1.201 

223 

2,359 

967 

561 

895 

1,055 

118 

1,086 

1,500 

710 

X  i^?7 

1.2:1 

*la 

1  111 

J  *  xxx 

221 

2,782 

793 

500 

8ko 

1,1*2 

108 

1,032 

1,*66 

Apr.  h 

66* 

1,009 

l,2k7 

5*1 

3,232 

262 

2,932 

3k2 

508 

323 

1,106 

97 

1,072 

1,5*2 

1 1 

XX 

6l3 

1 ,12k 

1  161 

kQI 

—j 

3,o*l 

259 

2,802 

801 

52k 

863 

1,071 

121 

1.099 

1,*51 

13 

716 

1 .072 

1  112 

X  ,  jx*. 

506 

3,192 

217 

2,790 

832 

568 

887 

1,116 

108 

1,117 

1,6** 

am 

677 

1 ,106 

1,181 

k2k 

3,10k 

23k 

2,880 

3kl 

707 

865 

1,151 

99 

1,067 

1,601 

May  2 

659 

1,179 

1.372 

k7k 

3.1*0 

219 

2,990 

33k 

5kk 

855 

1,111 

136 

1 ,0k6 

1,53° 

Q 

7 

6kl 

1 ,111 

l,2k6 

575 

2,990 

196 

2,9*3 

779 

596 

835 

1,158 

136 

1,036 

1,593 

16 

6o3 

1 . 383 

1 ,2t-- 

kk3 

2,968 

23k 

2,952 

8k0 

585 

350 

1,151 

116 

933 

1,506 

23 

720 

I.O65 

1.20k 

k08 

2,92k 

21k 

2,737 

803 

55* 

390 

1,169 

112 

955 

1,*56 

30 

721 

1,05k 

1,137 

521 

2,901 

175 

2.312 

■307 

68k 

8k5 

1,111 

135 

97* 

1,500 

June  6 

699 

1.  3" 

LIU 

•77 

2,395 

197 

2,911 

loo 

031 

1 ,  ley 

1  k7 
X1*  1 

y 

1  k71 

13 

73* 

1.066 

1,102 

53k 

2.829 

19* 

2,326 

820 

567 

351 

1,09k 

119 

1,069 

1,53* 

20 

63k 

1,015 

1.1*6 

k97 

2.8k3 

193 

2.320 

797 

6*1 

866 

1,133 

116 

981 

],*21 

27 

603 

1,013 

1.101 

377 

2,661 

13k 

2,667 

73k 

512 

737 

1,091 

116 

1,0*5 

1,*31 

July  !• 

573 

1,012 

991 

2  ,  JO  J 

H7 

2  ,  &31* 

003 

1*  r 

J. ,  \JOy 

i  no 

071 

1  110 

x ,  3xy 

11 

510 

891 

1,0kg 

536 

2,7*9 

133 

2,581 

677 

5k8 

6k9 

1,056 

11* 

96* 

l,2kk 

13 

536 

7*3 

9*5 

2,81* 

132 

2,k36 

702 

582 

575 

1,029 

117 

995 

1,181 

25 

513 

739 

922 

323 

2,690 

139 

2,k09 

652 

623 

5*8 

986 

130 

8k3 

1,1*7 

Aug.  1 

k67 

732 

378 

333 

2,603 

19* 

2,206 

663 

536 

602 

96* 

108 

796 

1,107 

3 

k5* 

865 

326 

I  6 

2 ,512 

200 

2 ,  lkk 

con 

5«=9 

JO? 

865 

86 

806 

1  111 

x  ,  XX  J 

15 

503 

793 

850 

kl6 

2,550 

190 

2,305 

756 

52k 

621 

962 

83 

802 

1,2*0 

22 

503 

32k 

857 

392 

2,*97 

193 

2,237 

637 

5k2 

630 

1,006 

10k 

769 

1,211 

29 

•96 

732 

350 

•17 

2,*55 

13k 

2,07* 

671 

5*1 

563 

825 

102 

730 

1,153 

Sept.  5 

•53 

692 

315 

299 

2.*93 

132 

2,091 

5*7 

553 

520 

870 

70 

753 

1,05k 

12 

U65 

686 

8k0 

397 

2,550 

17* 

2,0k2 

671 

595 

513 

908 

88 

763 

1,072 

19 

:  *36 

736 

87* 

k07 

2,660 

152 

2,019 

711 

515 

553 

916 

89 

886 

1,181 

26 

591 

756 

793 

396 

2,513 

167 

2,150 

699 

572 

565 

98k 

96 

8k8 

1,191 

Oct.  3 

522 

7*1 

798 

310 

2,k21 

166 

2,160 

613 

5*3 

596 

922 

8* 

793 

1,137 

10 

510 

792 

319 

312 

2,500 

161 

2,151 

63* 

53* 

607 

869 

100 

89* 

1,20k 

17 

565 

805 

723 

33* 

2,679 

177 

2.253 

701 

562 

6ki 

939 

77 

85k 

1,269 

2k 

602 

353 

333 

•73 

2,805 

136 

2,31* 

799 

530 

667 

996 

63 

9*9 

1,278 

31 

712 

921 

335 

•55 

2,376 

209 

2,*07 

319 

565 

6*0 

988 

77 

958 

1,295 

Hot.  7 

61*6 

907 

901 

•95 

2,959 

213 

2,*56 

885 

581 

719 

1,06* 

66 

989 

1,312 

lk 

716 

9*k 

376 

*53 

3,133 

2U3 

2.515 

779 

539 

689 

1,102 

76 

1,003 

1,390 

21 

739 

1.09* 

857 

337 

3,079 

237 

2,685 

37k 

552 

673 

1,133 

119 

958 

l,k21 

23 

775 

1,107 

371 

•15 

2,937 

26* 

2,307 

8kl 

572 

787 

1,091 

69 

98k 

1,551 

Dec.  5 

383 

1,097 

961 

503 

2,998 

263 

2,321 

795 

577 

738 

1,205 

106 

889 

1,*69 

12 

•  332 

1,11k 

96k 

*91 

2,900 

235 

2  37* 

757 

668 

313 

1,107 

99 

9** 

1,532 

19 

377 

1,1*1 

1,0:2 

k07 

3,170 

232 

2,3k0 

759 

612 

860 

1,075 

86 

969 

1,620 

26 

339 

1.011 

912 

266 

2,190 

29k 

2  636 

65* 

536 

683 

339 

70 

78k 

1,*71 

Total 

1953 

_5J,267 

23.026  IU9. 5*5  11 

,106  133,253  39,355  29,101 

37,372 

53,578 

5.256 

k8,689 

70,507 

Total 

1952 

25,97* 

52,17? 

2/ 

2/ 

139.52k  11.022  120.752  36,902 

2/ 

35.593 

kk,999 

5,063 

k2,k60 

67,611 

I  change 

fro«  195? 

♦  2? 

-  u 

2/ 

2/ 

*  7 

♦  1 

+  10 

+  7 

2/ 

+  6 

+19 

♦  k 

+  15 

+  k 

1/  Weekly  totals  for  these  lk  areas  shown  in  table  8. 
2/  1952 data  not  complete  for  all  veeks. 
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Beef  and  pork  are  the  largest  components  of  the  meat  supply.  In 
1953 >  the  quantities  consumed  per  person  compared  with  poultry  and  other 
similar  foods  were  as  follows: 


Item 


Basis  of  Weight 


Average  Consumption 
per  Civilian 


Pounds 

Beef 

Carcass  weight  equivalent 

76. 3 

Veal 

Carcass  weight  equivalent 

9.h 

Lamb  and  mutton 

Carcass  weight  equivalent 

h.l 

Pork 

Carcass  weight  equivalent 

63.6 

Total  red  meats 

154.0 

Chicken 

Ready-to-cook  equivalent 

1/  22.3 

Turkey 

Ready-to-cook  equivalent 

~  k.l 

Total  poultry 

2"6To 

Fish;  all  forms 

Edible  weight 

10.3 

Since  broiler  prices  are  lower  than  the  average  of  recent  years, 
while  hog  prices  are  higher,  there  is  the  suggestion  that  broilers  do 
not  interchange  perfectly  with  pork  or  perhaps  even  beef,  in  satisfying 
consumer  demand. 


l/  Of  this  total,  probably  more  than  one -half  was  from  commercial 
broilers . 


Turkey  Hatchings  Start 

at  High  Level  for  the  Season 

The  number  of  turkey  breeders  on  hand  and  hatchery  activity  to  date 
point  to  a  larger  turkey  crop  than  fanners  intended  in  January.    At  that 
time,  farmers  reported  that  they  planned  to  raise  9  percent  more  small 
turkeys  and  6  percent  more  large  ones  in  195^  than  in  1953 •    Even  if  (as 
is  likely)  turkey  production  later  this  year  shows  a  smaller  increase  over 
a  year  earlier  than  in  Jnnuary,  the  crop  may  equal  or  exceed  the  60.7  mil- 
lion birds  raised  in  1932.    About  6  percent  of  that  crop  was  sold  to  the 
Government  in  a  surplus  removal  operation. 


The  significant  facts  indicating  the  larger  poult  output  this 
past  December  and  January  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  potentially  large 
output  to  follow,  are  summarized  in  table  10 . 
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Table  10.-  Turkeys:  Indications  of  change  in  1954  crop  from  1953 
(data  in  terms  of  percentage  change  from  previous  year) 


:  :  Turkeys  tested 

January  19$h    :Tirkey  breeder  :for  inclusion  in 
poult  output,   :  hens  on  farms  breeding  flecks 
United  States  : January  1,  I95I+ :      July  I953- 

 •  : February  1954 

:         Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent 

Heavy  : 

breeds  :  +10  +kl  _7  _2 

Light 

breeds  :  +163  +90  +40  +kk 

y  ? annaylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Virginia,  South  Carolina, 
California. 

"ach  of  the  entries  in  the  above  table,  except  those  concerning  the 
number  of  heavy-breed  breeders,  indicates  an  increase  from  the  year  before. 
The  decreases  in  number  of  heavv-breed  breeders  have  not  been  so  great, 
however,  as  to  result  in  a  decreased  output  of  heavy-breed  poults:  those 
numbers  are  indicated  to  be  up,  although  less  than  light  breeds. 


Class  of 
turkey 


?ecent er  I T  3 
poult  output, 

7  leading 

States 


V 


Hatchery  operations  in  January  and  February  1953  accounted  for  less 
than  10  percent  of  the  season's  poult  output.    Therefore  the  percentage 
increases  that  are  covered  by  the  statistics  in  the  table  above  apply 
only  to  a  relatively  small  percentage  of  the  crop.    However,  if  those 
upward  trends  continue,  the  supply  in  the  fall  is  likely  to  be  so  large 
that  the  demand  for  long-term  (k  or  5  month)  storage,  rather  than  antici- 
pated consumer  demand  for  holiday  and  other  direct  consumption,  may 
become  the  dominant  price -making  influence  in  the  fall. 

Commercial  storage  holdings  of  turkeys  on  February  1  were  about  the 
same  as  a  year  earlier,  excluding  from  those  holdinge  the  part  of  the  1952 
crop  which  was  then  in  storage  for  eventual  delivery  to  the  Government. 
(On  February  1,  1953>  the  USDA  had  outstanding  contracts  for  the  delivery 
of  about  Id  million  pounds  of  turkey.    If  the  total  storage  stocks  of  that 
date  are  reduced  accordingly,  the  resulting  total  of  125  million  pounds  of 
turkey  stored  is  about  the  same  as  the  124  million  pounds  on  February  1, 
195*0.    Weekly  reports  from  35  cities  since  February  1  indicate  a  slower 
outmovement  than  last  year,  but  the  significance  of  this  is  hard  to  deter- 
mine in.  view  of  the  speedy  disposal  which  the  Government  arranged  last 
year  for  the  stocks  contracted  to  it. 

For  the  U.  S.  as  a  whole,  the  number  of  turkeys,  of  both  heavy  and 
light  breeds,  remaining  on  farms  January  1  for  other  than  breeding  purposes 
(i.e.,  for  marketing  directly)  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  The 
numbercof  light  breed  turkeys  other  the.n  breeders  in  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia  also  were  at  about  last  year's  level.    This  suggests  that  the 
poults  resulting  from  the  40  percent  increase  over  last  year  in  turkey 
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egg  settings  reported  for  August  1953 -February  195^  "by  Shenandoah  Valley 
hatcheries  may  have  been  absorbed  partly  by  breeding  flocks  (which  in 
those  States  were  10  percent  larger  than  last  year),  and  by  shipments  of 
poults  to  other  areas „ 

Turkey  prices  received  by  farmers  in  mid -February  were  32.7  cents 
per  pound  (live)  compared  with  33.3  cents  a  year  earlier.    However,  even 
for  light  weight  turkeys,  sales  in  February  are  seasonally  small.  Sales 
from  farms  will  increase  later  when  breeder  hens  are  being  marketed  and 
then  will  again  decline  until  about  mid -summer. 

Seasonality  of  Poultry  Slaughter 

Seasonal  changes  in  commercial  poultry  slaughter  in  the  United 
States  are  even  greater  than  for  egg  production,  with  fall  slaughter  typ- 
ically running  double  that  of  the  spring.    However,  poultry  prices  have 
usually  shown  smaller  seasonal  changes  than  output  because  the  seasonal 
changes  in  production  can  be  reasonably  well  anticipated,  storage  practices 
compensate  for  part  of  the  change  in  slaughter;  and  the  demand  for  certain 
classes  of  poultry  (notably  turkey)  is  strongest  when  slaughter  is  largest. 

Among  the  classes  of  poultry,  turkey  slaughter  shows  the  largest 
seasonal  change,  and  broilers  "the  smallest e    Over  the  years  the  total  vol- 
ume of  broilers  has  expanded,  both  absolutely  and  as  a  percent  of  total 
poultry.    This  development  has  slightly  smoothed  out  the  seasonality  of 
total  poultry  slaughter.    This  is  apparent  in  table  11. 

Table  11  refers  to  broilers,  other  chickens,  and  turkeys  commercially 
slaughtered,  lumping  these  species  and  excluding  farm-consumed  birds.  It 
is  expressed  in  terms  of  equivalent  of  ready-to-cook  (eviscerated)  weight 
of  the  product o    This  series  first  became  available  in  October  1953  j  and 
was  extended  back  to  193^  • 

For  broilers,  xhe  record  of  weekly  placements  in  specialized  areas 
indicates  the  approximate  period  in  which  birds  are  to  be  slaughtered.  In 
some  areas ,  such  as  DelMarVa,  Georgia  and  Alabama,  the  placement  information 
is  supplemented  by  data  regarding  marketings.    This  of  course  is  the  most 
direct  measure  of  seasonality  of  production,  but  it  is  not  available  for 
most  areas,    At  present,  average  age  of  broilers  at  slaughter  is  probably 
9  to  11  weeks,  although  as  recently  as  5  years  ago  the  typical  time  lag 
used  to  relate  placements  to  slaughter  was  about  12  to  14-  weeks. 

The  3-952  and  1953  records  of  weekly  broiler  placements  in  reporting 
areas  are  printed  in  this  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  (tables  8  and  9) •  The 
records  of  earlier  years  are  in  the  appropriate  January  issues.  At  present, 
the  1^  areas  from  which  weekly  placement  reports  are  made  probably  include 
about  70  percent  of  the  U0  S.  broiler  production.  A  few  years  ago,  when 
only  7  areas  issued  weekly  reports,  the  comparable  percentage  was  probably 
closer  to  60. 
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Table  11.-  Commercial  slaughter  of  poultry,  eviscerated 
(reedy-tc-cook)  basis,  monthly,  1934  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

:  rec . 

:  Mar . 

:  Apr . 

.  May 

:  June 

.  ouxy 

Aug . 

l/Cv,  - 

•  Total 

:  mix  . 

MIX  . 

MIX . 

MIX  . 

MIX  . 

Ml  1 
pin  • 

Ml'' 

Mil 

nil  • 

Mil 

nix  • 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil . 

M11 

Pill  • 

!  XD. 

XD . 

XD  . 

XD  . 

1  Vi 
XD  • 

XD . 

x  u . 

lb 

X  »  • 

lb 

lb 

XL/  * 

lb 

1  L>  ■ 

1934 

lit 

1C 

5y 

sA 

ftl 
OX 

XU( 

no 

xx  y 

let 

146 

1SS 
x?? 

907 

167 

XO  ( 

1  101 

X,  JUX 

i  no  c 
193? 

LA 

HO 

1C 

kC 

*y 

S7 

77 

(  I 

i  no 

i  no 

114 

XJH 

143 

1  Q1 

1  S7 

1  990 

t  q?A 

:  ?x 

sk 

?H 

Oj 

RA 

iin 

llv 

1  9n 

X£V 

196 

X£U 

1 4Q 

161 

91S 

1  Qk 

X^H 

c  1 

5-1- 

U. 
*+H 

s.A 

A? 
<-0 

Ak 

UH 

nk 

1 18 

1  SO 

991 

186 

1  1l4 

.  cn 
:  50 

kk 

e;k 
?h 

ox 

Ai 
ox 

1  nn 

XUU 

i  in 

XJU 

141 

4_  W 

l84 

1  989 

i?39 

An 

!  OU 

CO 

?<: 

A^ 

71 

qA 

y° 

1 1  Q 

xxy 

1  96 

IcQ 

i  in 

xJU 

i  <;n 
xpu 

1  nil 

9S7 

91  Q 

1  ^11 

£o 

U£ 

71 

1  J 

RA 

i  oA 

xjX 

1  IO 

J-  jy 

1  17 

X  J  ( 

168 

1\A^ 

984 

9k0 

1  648 

xynx 

7A 

71 

f  5 

00 

oA 
yo 

XXc 

1  k7 
XH  ( 

■Oy 

xpo 

178 

X  (O 

1  Q1 

JV-'J 

9S8 

1  84l 

X  ,  WHX 

yu 

Oh 

xuo 

111, 

XXH 

1  kA 
XHO 

1  70 

1  AA 

1  07 

99A 

9k7 

tH  ( 

196 

9Al 

9  188 

iy*j 

xx*: 

1  nA 
XUO 

XJH 

1  79 

0A0 

97k 
C  (  H 

198 

knA 

3x0 

9  78^1 

1  oft 

i  kn 

XHU 

i  07 
±yl 

okn 

97A 

£  (O 

jxp 

17k 

981 

CUI 

9  601 
£,  O^X 

1 07 
J-c  f 

xxo 

1  19 

XHO 

9in 

969 

iiq 

17Q 

kll 

HJX 

in 

9  qq4 

1  QkA 

i  in 
x^u 

J — L 

X  £_X 

1  l8 
XJO 

1  Ok 

1  07 

9kl 

300 

JJ'- 

i4s 

906 
cy\> 

2,668 

1947 

105 

103 

106 

136 

173 

190 

222 

249 

290 

340 

385 

290 

2,589 

xuo 

93 

132 

173 

1  A7 

010 

oAh 
do  ( 

ikA 
J  HO 

o^k 

1  H 

O  k97 

1949 

127 

133 

171 

221 

237 

256 

282 

339 

336 

408 

336 

2,989 

1950 

171 

IU9 

148 

172 

223 

256 

254 

287 

354 

389 

440 

367 

3,210 

1951 

178 

148 

183 

197 

258 

316 

299 

343 

427 

448 

472 

384 

3,653 

1952 

203 

198 

215 

242 

298 

319 

319 

366 

411 

447 

459 

369 

3,846 

1953 

191 

193 

221 

247 

289 

330 

322 

387 

430 

425 

471 

362 

3,868 

1954 

199 

Table  12.-  Seasonal  distribution  of  marketings  of  farm  chickens 


U.  S.:  all 
classes, 
marketings 
from  farms  as 

Midwest:    Average  weekly 
receipts  of  live  chickens 
at  approximately 
-       200  receiving  plants, 

Iowa: 

chickens 
and 

average  weekly  receipts  of  live 

by  selected  country  assemblers 
processors,  per  plant,  1953 

Month  : 

a  percentage 

June  1951 -May  1952 

V 

:    Percentage  composition  of 

of  annual 

All 
poultry 

:  total, 

bfsed  on 

weight 

total  weight 
marketed, 
1950  1/ 

Total  ; 

Hens 

Young 
stock 

:      Hens  : 

Other 
farm 
chickens 

'Commercial 
*  broilers 

Pet. 

Tnous. 
lb. 

Thous. 
lb. 

Thous. 
lb. 

Thous . 
lb. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

4.1 
3-6 
3-9 
5-1 
6.8 

:  9-3 
9-4 

:  12.3 

14.3 

:  9.7 
:  7-2 

22.2 
22.4 
21.9 
26.1 
30.4 
30.2 
33.4 
41.2 
47.3 
58.2 
36.7 
22.0 

9.8 
7-7 
5-3 
7-3 
9-3 
13-7 
16.7 
20.1 
24.4 
34.2 
19.4 
10.2 

11.9 
14.3 
16.4 
18.2 
20.0 
15.8 
16.3 
20.7 
22.5 
21.2 
16.9 
11.4 

7-5 
6.2 
5.0 
6.2 
9.3 

12-  5 
18.7 
30.1 
38.3 
38.6 
33-9 

13-  5 

71 
60 
53 
58 
56 
68 
66 

69 
72 
76 
70 
65 

6 
5 
4 
4 
10 
7 
16 
22 
21 

19 
24 
20 

23 
35 
43 
38 
34 
25 
18 

9 
7 
5 
6 
15 

Total  or 
average 
12  mo. 

:  100.0 

392.1 

178.2 

205.6 

18.3 

65 

13 

22 

1/  Latest  12  month  period  for  which  this  series  is  available. 
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The  estimates  of  seasonal  marketings  of  farm  chickens  aro  no  longer 
available  on  a  current  basis.    Through  1950 *  s.n  estimate  was  made  of  farmers* 
monthly  sales  of  chickens,  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  annual  sales. 
While  this  report  is  no  longer  kept  current,  the  changes  in  its  most  recent 
years  were  so  slight  as  to  suggest  that  the  monthly  proportions  which  *t 
indicates  remain  valid.     (See  table  12.) 

Supplementing  this  former  report,  until  Ma./  1952  there  was  a  weekly 
report  of  poultry  receipts  at  midwestem  receiving  plants.    This  report 
separated  young  and  old  chickens,  and  reported  in  terms  of  average  weekly 
receipts  per  plant,  covering  2Cu-odd  plants.    These  figures  likewise  were 
so  unchanging  and  so  consistent  In  their  Indications  of  seasonality  that 
they  too  continue  to  be  indicative  of  present  conditions.    Table  12  in- 
cludes a  summary  of  the  most  recent  data  available  from  that  source. 

While  the  report  of  midwestern  plant  receipts  of  poultry  has  been 
discontinued  for  the  region  as  a  whole,  the  report  is  still  issued  for 
the  State  of  Iowa.    Table  12  summarizes  the  recent  experience  there. 

For  turkeys,  the  estimates  cf  farmers'  monthly  sales,  expressed  as 
a  percent  of  the  total  nnnual  marketings  (excluding  breeders)  from  e^ch 
.year's  crop,  have  been  reported  both  as  farmers'  intentions  (August)  and 
as  accomplished  marketings  (March),    ^hese  estimates,  covering  the  months 
in  which  the  bulk  of  turkey  slaughter  occurs,  are  otherwise  comparable 
to  the  discontinued  report  on  farmers'  sales  of  chickens.     (See  table  13-) 

Table  13.-  Turkey  marketings:    Proportion  of  crop  (exclusive  of  breeders) 
marketed  in  specified  months,  United  States,  19^0  to  date 


Year 

Before  : 

\ug.     '  Sept,  : 

Oct .  : 

Wov . 

Dec . 

:      Jan .  or 

:  later 

19^0 

1/8.8 

1*2.1 

36.9 

12.2 

19^1 

3.5 

39-^ 

38.9 

12.6 

19^2 

11.8 

kl.l 

36.3 

10  .e 

19^3 

10 . 1 

kl.l 

35.2 

13.6 

16.6 

"^3.7 

30.0 

13.8 

19^5 
19k6 

19.6 

36. i* 

3C0 
28.1* 

ihx 

22.3 

36.7 

12.6 

191+7 

19.8 

ho.- 

32.1 

7 . 7 

19I4? 

19.5 

ko.i 

31.2 

9.2 

19^9 

23.3 

38 . 

28,3 

9.9 

1950 

23.3 

39.0 

29.2 

3.5 

1951 

36.1 

33.  8 

22.7 

l.'h 

1952 

6.9 

6.9  11.1 

1:  .5 

30.5 

21 .2 

5.9 

1953  2/  i 

9.0 

6.6  13.6 

15.6 

3C  .2 

20.2 

k.B 

N.  Atl. 

3.5  5.6 

8.2 

38. 0 

30  8 

8.1 

E.  N.  Cent. 

3.6 

k. 8  10.O 

16.1 

37.3 

23.1 

k.t 

W.  M.  Cent. 

10.3 

3.2  13.1 

21.1 

27.0 

17  J 

3.2 

S.  Atl.  : 

16.0 

(  10. U  lh.h 

26.7 

16.7 

2.h 

S.  Cent. 

3.2 

2.3       2k. k 

12.5 

2U.2 

5.0 

West . 

8.c 

6.1  I?/, 

16.9 

29.9 

19.1 

6.5 

1/  For  I9U0  through  1951, 

these  entries  are 

"before 

K  'V  ember 

1."  2, 

1  Intent j 0  s 
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Martially  to  replace  the  discontinued  series  on  weekly  midwestern 
->lant  receipts  of  poultry  and  the  estimates  of  monthly  sales  of  chickens 
by  farmers,  the  AM3  began  a  new  report  of  poultry  slaughter  in  January. 
This  report,  which  may  eventually  cover  the  activities  of  up  to  7%  of  the 
largest  slaughterers,  will  ultimately  accumulate  a  history  which  will 
provide  a  basis  for  making  comparisons,  and  will  permit  inferences  about 
seasonal  and  secular  changes  in  the  rate  of  poultry  slaughter.    The  res- 
pective classes  of  poultry  are  itemized  on  this  report.. 

7,ev  Bases  f or 

Parity  Prices 


In  January,  the"modernized"  parity  price  for  eggs  replaced  the 
"transitional"  parity  price.    This  was  done  according  to  a  procedure 
specified  in  the  Agricultural  Act  of  19^3,  as  amended  by  the  Agricultural 
Act  of  19Uo. 

The  base  period  prices  for  modernized  parity  for  eggs,  chickens, 
and  turkeys  are  shown  in  table  Ik.    At  the  time  the  Acts  became  effective 
(1950)  the  modernized  parity  prices  for  chickens  and  turkeys  were  higher 
than  parity  computed  on  the  old  (1910-lM  base)  basis,  so  the  modernized 
narities  immediately  became  the  effective  parity  prices.    For  eggs, 
however,  the  shift  to  the  new  parity  would  have  meant  an  abrupt  decline 

of  about  13  percent  in  the  parity  price.     Under  the  Act,  whenever  the 

modernized  parity  price  was  below  the  old  parity  price,  the  latter  would 
be  reduced  5  percentage  points  each  year  until  it  was  brought  down  to  the 
level  of  the  modernized  parity.    For  eggs,  this  occurred  in  January  195^. 

As  is  indicated  by  table  lh  and  its  footnotes,  the  base  price  for 
the  computation  of  modernized  parity  is  the  average  price  of  a  commodity 
over  the  past  10  years,  divided  by  the  average  of  the  Index  of  prices  received 
by  farmers  over  the  same  period.    For  195**  parities,  the  base  period  Is 
lQlili-53;  for  1955,  it  will  be  19Un-c.k.    As  years  are  dropped  out  of  the 
period  comprising  the  1  -year  avera/re,  and  more  recent  years  added,  it 
will  be  noted  that  the  years  being  omitted  had  higher  values  than  the 
more  recent  years  have  had. 

For  examole,  in  the  years  next  to  be  dropued  out  of  tie  10-year 
average  (i.e.,  the  years  I9UU  and  I9U5,  which  will  fall  out  when  19^h 
and  1955  enter  the  10 -year  average),  the  poultry  prices,  after  adjustment 

the  index  of  prices  received,  were  considerably  higher  than  either 
the  10-year  average  of  which  they  were  a  part,  or  than  the  current  level 
of  poultry  prices  adjusted  by  the  index  of  prices  received.    This  means 
that,  if  poultry  prices  continue  at  their  present  level  compared  with 
prices  for  other  agricultural  commodities,'  the  parity  bases  for  chickens 
and  turkeys  will  gradually  decline  further.    For  eggs,  the  base  price 
is  not  likely  to  decline  greatly  when  the  195^  price  is  included  in  the 
lC-year  average. 
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Table  14.-  Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs,  chickens,  and  turkeys, 
relative  to  the  general  level  of  prices  received  by  farmers, 
1940  to  date,  and  example  of  derivation  of  adjusted 
base  prices  for 


Year 

:  Prices 
:  received 
:  by  farmers 
:    for  all  ,  ! 

Average  prices  received  ' 
by  farmers  for  \ 
poultry  products  . 

Average  prices  received  by 
farmers  for  poultry  products, 
:      divided  by  index  of  prices 
received  for  all  commodities  2/ 

:  coimaodi- 
:       ties.  : 

:  U 

:  (1910-14=100) 

Eggs,  j 
per 
dozen 

:     All  : 
chickens, 
per  ; 
pound 

( Turkeys , 
!  per 
\  pound 

!  per 
'  dozen 

All 
chickens, 

per 
pound 

Turkeys, 
[  pound 

:  Percent 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

A.    Annual  averages 

19^0 
19^1 
1942 

19^3 
1944 

:  100 
:  124 
:  159 
193 
:  197 

19.1 
25.0 
31.4 

38.7 
33.8 

14.0 
16.3 
19.7 
25.3 
25.2 

14.0 
16.8 
21.6 

29*6 
31.6 

19.1 
20.2 

19-7 

d\J  •  -L 
17.2 

14.0 

13.1 
12.4 

13.1 

12.8 

14.0 

13.5 
13.6 
15.3 
16.0 

19^5 
19^6 
1947 

1948  : 

1949  ! 

:  207 
:  236 
:  276 

287 
250 

39-0 
39-2 
46.4 
48.  C 
45.4 

27.1 
28.3 
28.2 
32.4 
27.2 

33.3 
33.2 

31.9 
41.0 
38.0 

18.8 

16,6 
I6c8 

16.7 
18.2 

13^1 
12.0 
10.2 
11.3 
10.9 

16.1 
14.1 
11.6 

14.3 
15.2 

1950  : 

1951  .: 

1952  : 

1953  : 

258 

302 
283 
258 

36.9 

47.9 

41.9 

47.5 

24.8 

27.3 
26.4 
25.4 

31.5 
35.9 
33-8 
33-1 

14.3 
15-9 
14.5 
13.4 

9.6 
9.0 
9-2 
9.8 

12.2 

11.9 
11.7 
12.8 

B.  120-month 

averages 

1940-  49  : 

1941-  50  : 

1942-  51  : 

1943-  52  : 

1944-  53  : 

203 
219 
236 
249 
256 

36.6 
38.4 

40.7 
41.7 
42.6 

24.4 
25.4 
26.6 
27.2 
27.2 

29.1 
30.8 
32.8 
34.0 
34.3 

18.0 

17.5 
17.2 

16.7 
16.6 

12.0 
11.6 
11.3 
10.9 
10.6 

14.3 
14.1 

13-9 
13.7 
13.4 

l/  Including  allowance  for  wartime  subsidy  payments. 

2/  The  10-year  averages  appearing  in  these  3  columns  correspond  to  the  base  prices 
for  the  computation  of  "modernized"  parity  for  the  year  after  the  last  year  in- 
cluded in  the  respective  averages.     "Modernized"  parity  is  the  base  price  multi- 
plied by  the  parity  index.    For  eggs,  "modernized"  parity  was  not  yet  applicable 
in  January  1953;  the  effective  parity  price  then  was  the  transitional  one. 
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